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Council-wide 
Trailblazer Adventure 

Camporee, 
Camp Decorah 

October 13-15, 2006 
 

Cub Scout Events: 
  Archery, ‘BB’ Guns, Fishing,  
  Raptors, Leave No Trace, Nature  
  Games, and more… 
�
Boy Scout & Venturer Events: 
� Shotgun, Rifle, Archery, Retriever 

Dogs and more… 
 
 

Camping or Lodging, Scout Troop Visits, 
Stage Shows, and Demonstrations 

 
Get this event on your Unit’s calendar! 

 
More detail inside on page 8!! 



EYES ON EAGLES 
 

During the months of April and 
May, the following Scouts 
successfully completed the 
requirements for the rank of 
Eagle and passed the Eagle 
Board of Review: 
 

 
Joseph Goodman 

Troop 119, Wonewoc 
 

Benjamin Kendhammer 
Troop 33, La Crescent 

 
Jared Haus 

Troop 22, La Crosse 
 

Jeffrey Brown 
Troop 39, La Crosse 

 
James Bottelberghe 
Troop 168, Onalaska 

 
Ryan Nelson 

Troop 64, Arcadia 
 

Ryan Guldenaar 
Troop 7, Sparta 

 
Ryan Just 

Troop 33, La Crescent 
 

Bryan Locy 
Troop 91, Holmen 

 
Jacob Mathias 

Troop 54, Alma 
 
 
 

For questions, Email:Gordon Powell 
Eagle Board of Review Chairman 

E-mail:g_and_s_powell@yahoo.com. 
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The following is part of an e-mail from Scoutmaster 
Michael T. Latour of Troop 67 from Sparta, Wisconsin.  Mr. 
Latour is currently serving in Iraq and sent this e-mail to his 
Scouts. 
 
“Words of Wisdom for the boys:  I continue to meet people 
(soldiers) even over here in Iraq that at one point in their life 
they were involved in Scouting, either as a Boy Scout, 
Scoutmaster or a parent whose boys were in Scouting.  They 
are both enlisted service members like myself and officers.  
They all have one thing in common, they stick out in a 
crowd, by their discipline, attitude, appearance, loyalty to 
what they believe in, and their work ethic.  Even though I 
have only been in Scouting for a short period of time I truly 
understand the importance and the life long effects that 
Scouting has on our Boys of America.  The only regret I 
have is that I was not in Scouting from the first year I was 
eligible and achieved my Eagle.  To the Scouts in Troop 67, 
keep up the good work, you are achieving life long skills 
that many boys of your age have no idea.” 

New Square Knot for Volunteer Unit Organizers 
The new William D. Boyce New-Unit Award recognizes volunteers who organize 
one or more new traditional units. Celebrating Boyce's organizing spirit, the award 
consists of a silver square knot on a background of yellow, green, and red—
representing the traditional Scouting programs' colors. 

Award Requirements 
1. With the approval of the district committee chair, serve as the organizer and 

complete the successful organization of one new traditional unit. 
2.    Organize the unit by following all procedures as published in the New Unit 

Organization Process, No. 34196, ensuring that new unit leadership is trained, 
program is organized and begun, the new unit committee is functioning, a unit 
commissioner is assigned, all paperwork is processed, and the unit charter is 
presented to the chartered organization. 

3.    Only one volunteer can be recognized as the organizer for each new unit. 
4.    Three program devices can be earned and worn on the new-unit organizer knot 

for each additional new traditional unit organized. Each program device 
represents the type of unit organized. Multiple program devices from the same 
program may be earned and worn. 

5.    The new-unit organization award recognizes volunteers for organizing traditional 
units after March 1, 2005. 

Recognition items in addition to the square knot include a new-unit organizer 
certificate and lapel pin. 
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Greetings from the Camp Director 
 

Well, it’s June, and the summer camp 
season is rapidly approaching. Our focus 
has shifted from recruiting staff to pre-
camp work, making sure camp is in the best 
shape it can be for those scouts preparing to 
spend a week of their summer with us.   
Anyone interested in making a few dollars 
should contact the scout office, as we have 
plenty of small projects to be completed in 
the next couple weeks.  Although this is my 
first summer at camp, as Camp Director, I 
am ready to get started and have some fun.  
We have a great staff and program lined up.  
Hope to see you all there.  Any questions, 
do not hesitate to call.    
  Chris Schabow  
  Camp Director 
  (608) 784-4040 

CAMP DECORAH WISH LIST 
 

Tractor Chains 
Landscape Blocks 
Landscape Timbers 
Fertilizer 
Grass Seed 
Spreader—fertilizer—tractor mount 
Wall storage system for parts 
Gravel 
Space Heater—kerosene—forced air 
Air Conditioner—1.5 ton (18,000 btu’s) 
Tires, truck (8) 235x75R-16 
Welding/cutting torch 
Water heater, electric, 5-10 gal for shop 
Utility sink for shop 
Surveyor flags 
Caution Tape (yellow) 
Simple Green cleaner 
Large pressure tank for water system 
Carpet for Ranger residence 
Front Door for Ranger residence 
Screen Door for Ranger residence 
Garage Door Opener for Ranger residence 

LEADER’S GUIDES 
Any leader interested in attending camp, 
o r  j us t  s imp ly  i n te res ted  in 
understanding how Camp Decorah 
operates is encouraged to stop by the 
Scout Service Center and pick up a 
2006 Camp Decorah Leaders Guide on 
CD.  This guide is also available online 
on the gatewayareacounci l .o rg 
webpage. This guide will essentially 
explain what Decorah has to offer and 
how it is presented.  I encourage 
everyone to pick up this important 
guide. 
 

CampDecorah.org Changes 
CampDecorah.org is used to set up each 
boys’ merit badge itinerary.  Although 
we have used this page for the last 
couple of years we are always finding 
little bugs and issues.  This season is no 
different.  One issue we are now 
addressing is the afternoon scheduling.  
Due to some software glitches we will 
not be offering afternoon sign-up for the 
various optional activities, such as the 
Decorah Peak Hike and other activities 
like it.  Each area director will make an 
announcement of these activities during 
the camp week and offer sign-up at that 
time.  Call with any questions you have. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!! 
 
Although campsites are filling up, many are still available.  Below is the current 
campsite reservations by troop.  Please cross-reference this excel sheet and be sure 
your unit is signed up for the correct site.  Also, if you happen to see a particular site 
you are interested in but it appears to be taken, do not despair.  Oftentimes a small 
group will reserve a site but will not use the site to full capacity.  Speak up. There may 
be plenty of open bunks for your troop.  As an Eagle Scout, I cannot stress enough the 
importance of summer camp.  Summer camp is where Scouting happens.  Hope to see 
you there!  
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2006 for Adult Leaders: 
 
Training Development Conference—September 9, 2006 
 
This is a one day seminar on the latest training methods, principles and technologies.  All Council and 
District Trainers, University of Scouting Trainers, prospective Wood Badge Staff, Youth OA and 
NCLIS staff, and anyone interested in gaining or improving their presentation skills should plan to 
attend.  Some topics are:  How Adults Learn, Communication, Planning, Arrangements, Technology 
and Adding Pizzazz.  There are lots of hand outs and discussions.  This training will also assist you at 
work and with other organizations. 
 
University of Scouting - November 4, 2006 
 
This is a one day event.  The Training Team of the Gateway Area Council presents this opportunity for 
supplemental training for all adult leaders.  There will be courses for Tiger Den Leaders, Cub Scout 
Den Leaders, Webelos Den Leaders, Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, Assistant Scoutmasters, Committee 
Members of both Packs and Troops, Venturing Crew Officers and Leaders and District Members. 

2006 Training for Boy Scouts: 
 
National Youth Leadership Training - June 25-30, 2006 
 
This is a week long course to help train the First Class Scouts in your Troop the necessary skills to run a 
boy lead Troop.  The course models a month in the life of a troop, meetings, outdoor experience by using 
the patrol method and model Patrol Leaders Council meeting.  The Patrols are challenged to go through the 
four stages of team development (Forming, Storming, Norming and Performing).  The skills being taught 
are:  Communicating, Finding Your Vision, Setting Your Goals, Preparing you Plans, Forming Your Team, 
Problem Solving, Leading and Teaching EDGE, Resolving Conflicts, Making Ethical Decisions, Leading 
Yourself, Valuing People and Creating a Future. 



Youth and Adult Training for  TRAINING TECHNIQUES and METHODS  
Hands-on skills training in proven techniques for quality communication and delivery of the various courses taught through the 
Scouting Program.  This conference replaces “Train the Trainer” and focuses on ‘how’ to train most  
effectively. 
  
It will be offered Saturday, September 9th (8am to 4:30pm), 2006 at the Gateway Area Council Scout Service Center, 2600 
Quarry Rd., La Crosse, WI, or Camp Decorah’s Training Center, if a large registration count.  

Conference is geared toward adults with 3-4 years as a trained registered Scouter (Leader) or towards youth involved in their 
troop’s Junior Leader Training or the council’s National Youth Leadership Training.  You must have enthusiasm and an interest 
in improving your skills with concept presentation through multiple techniques and devices. 

Conference is encouraged for Cubmasters, Cub Scout pack and leader trainers, Scoutmasters, Boy Scout troop and leader trainers, 
Varsity and Venturing advisors and trainers, and any adult interested in becoming a trainer on the local, district, or council level.  

 

Note:  newly appointed trainers should take this supplemental training before they assume their duties.  Training certificates will 
be presented at the end of the conference. 

 

COST:   $5 for supplies and meals, but you must register by August 31st.  Registration is required for prizes and awards to be 
ordered.  

We look forward to hearing from you and working with you in this unique and exciting program. 

 
 
 NAME ____________________________________    UNIT (type: Pack, Troop, Crew) ________ 
 
 Address ____________________________________   Telephone  __________________________   
 
 City _____________________ ST ___  ZIP_______ Email ________________________________ 
 
 Attending ______Training Development Conference (9/9/2006) 
 
 I will be my  (unit type)______’s  (position)____________________trainer for the 2006-2007 year. 
 
 >>>Return this form to the LaCrosse Scout Office (2600 Quarry Rd, 54601) by 08/31/06<<< 
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Training for All Scout Leaders            
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September 6th Call school 
principal to introduce yourself and 
confirm room use for  September 
21st. 
 

September 6th    Check with units 
represented at your school: 
1.  Do they understand the program 

for   the evening? 
2. Is the unit’s printed calendar of 

events ready to be distributed to 
new parents and  members? If  
display is to be used, is it ready? 

September 15th Final check with 
unit leaders to wrap up any last 
minute details. 
September 15th Call to school 
principal: 
1. School to be open at 6:30 PM on 

September 21 
2. Name of custodian who will 

have keys. 
3.  Thank him/her for  cooperation. 
September 21st “SCHOOL 

NIGH T TO JOIN 
SCOUTING” 

6:30 PM  Arrive and set up. Take 
extra applications just in case 
you  need more. 

6:45 PM  Greet boys and parents as 
they arrive; separate Tiger Cubs. 

7:00 P.M. “School Night to Join 
Scouting” program begins. 

8:30  PM  Take fees, applications, 
and rosters to district “School 
Night to Join Scouting” report 
meeting begins.  

September 25th Follow up with 
unit leaders to ensure boys are 
placed in dens, and patrols.  

Dear Cubmasters, Scoutmasters and Committee Chairmen: 
The 2006 School Night to Join Scouting will be held on Thursday,  September 21, 
2006 at most elementary schools in the Gateway Area Council. Your involvement in 
School Night is vital to your pack or troop’s health and continued growth. 
 

PLEASE BEGIN TO MAKE PLANS FOR SUCCESS! 

Tiger Cubs 
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Packs 
Must select from your unit a 
Cub Scout School Night 
Recruitment Chairperson to 
give leadership to the School 
Night activities. (Invitation 
to families to join by phoning 
each family, follow-up with 
fami l ies not jo in ing, 
completing registration 
forms and collecting fees, 
School Night evening 
program planning and 
Enthusiasm!! 

 Troops 
Must select from your unit  a 
Boy Scout Recruitment 
Chairperson to give leadership 
t o  t h e  R a l l y  N i g h t          
activities. (Phone calls to 
families inviting them to join, 
follow-up on families who did 
not cross over from Webelos, 
c o m p l e t i n g              
registration forms and          
collecting fees. Rally Night 
evening program planning and 
Enthusiasm!! 

It’s a big job.  It is worth doing; let’s do it rig ht the first time.  Work 
your plan by getting this event on your school calendar. We must avoid 
as many community conflicts as possible, so let’s be on the calendar 
FIRST!  Your reward will be more youth and more adults strengthening 
your unit and benefiting from Scouting’s value based programs. 
 

 
All School Night Chairpersons and Tiger Cub Den Coordinators will need to  
attend their respective district School Night Kick-off meeting in August.  
Return the School Night Manpower form identifying your Tiger Cub Den 
Coordinator, Cub Scout Chairperson and Boy Scout Recruitment 
Chairperson to: 

 
Gateway Area Council, 2600 Quarry Road, La Crosse, WI 54601 
  Please return before August 7, 2006.  Thank you for all your help! 

 
     

Return the form below to Gateway Area Council, 2600 Quarry Rd, La Crosse WI  54601 

Gateway Area Council  District (Circle One) 
       Soaring Eagle      Seven Rivers       Winding Trails 
Pack _____ will be represented at the District School Night Kick-Off by: 
(Different volunteers for these positions): 
Tiger Cub Den Coordinator (Past Adult Tiger Partner is excellent) 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________ State______ Zip ________ 

Gateway Area Council  District (Circle One) 
       Soaring Eagle      Seven Rivers       Winding Trails 
Pack _____ will be represented at the District School Night Kick-Off by: 
(Different volunteers for these positions): 
Cub  Scout Chairperson 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City___________________________ State______ Zip ________ 
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Why Participate? 
 
Unit Benefits 
· More than $100,000 in Unit profit poten-

tial—It’s more than possible—it’s been 
done! 

· Use the money as you wish for your unit. 
· With take-order form, there is no up-front 

money, unsold product or risk. 
· Easy to administer—Just 3 simple forms. 
· Trail’s End Gourmet Popcorn sold only by 

Scouts! 
 
Scout Benefits 
· Rewards hard work, teaches self-

confidence and selling skills, encourages 
individual  

      responsibility. 
· An improved prize program 
· Achieve Merit Badges 
· College Scholarship Program 
 
2006 Commission Plan: 
The 2006 Commission Plan will remain the 
same as last year.   This year’s commission 
will again be a straight 27%(Plan A) or 32%      
(Plan B) on the total dollars sold. 

ABOVE & BEYOND BONUS PROGRAM 
 
We are offering a bonus plan called “Above & 
Beyond”.  The Above & Beyond plan pays a 
unit a 50% commission on dollars sold over the 
unit’s 2005 sale.  To qualify for the Above & 
Beyond plan, your unit must: 
   1.  Sign up to sell popcorn by August 16,
 2006 
   2.  Attend District Popcorn Training. 
   3.  Turn in popcorn and prize orders by  
 October 30, 2006 as well as money
 from your Show-N-Deliver Sale           
   4.  Turn in final popcorn payment by 
 November 29, 2006. 
   5.  Sell more popcorn than in 2005. 
For example: 
If your unit sold $1000 of popcorn in 2005 and 
this year your unit sold $1500,  (Provided 
your unit meets all areas of qualification) , 
you would get 27% / 32% on the $1500, and 
then receive a bonus check of an additional 
$23% (Plan A) or 18% (Plan B) on the $500 
over last year’s total sale.  The unit will receive 
a BONUS check from the council after all 
criteria are met. 

SIGN UP NOW FOR THE 2006 COUNCIL-WIDE POPCORN SALE 
It’s easy!  Just complete the coupon below and mail it to: 

Council Service Center, 2600 Quarry Rd, La Crosse, WI  54601 

TRAIL’S END POPCORN UNIT COMMITMENT CARD  
 

District_________________________________   Date____________________ 
 
Pack/Troop #________  Number of Active Scouts_________ 
 
Our Unit will participate in the Trail’s End Gourmet Popcorn Sale! 
 
Unit Popcorn Chair ________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_____________________  Business Phone____________________ 

 
Please submit to Council Service Center, 2600 Quarry Rd, La Crosse, WI  54601. 
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Cheerful Service: 
 
Scouts are known for their “Good Turns.”  Is 
community service part of your unit’s annual 
goals?  Think of your chartering organization, 
your schools, nursing homes, and your 
community. 
 
One troop in Onalaska, Wisconsin plans for an 
Eagle-type project, run by the  PLC with Troop 
Committee’s help each year.  Not only is it a great 
way to give back, but it’s also a sneaky way to 
show off  your best practices in how to do an 
Eagle project when they don’t have a very regular 
pattern of examples (e.g. Eagles Projects)   

Planning: 
 
Time to start thinking of the 2006-2007 plans for 
your unit.  Please include the Order of the Arrow 
calendar in with the Council events, so your plans 
don’t specifically conflict with ours. 
 
Speaking of Council events, make sure you block 
out the weekends of your District’s Spring and Fall 
camporees.  These are really fun events, and your 
unit only has to feed itself.  Of course, that also 
comes out of people stepping forward to help plan 
the program; if your unit HASN’T taken a visible 
role in determining the District Camporee, then it’s 
time for you to speak up.  Tell your District 
Chairman, Executive, or Commissioner, and come 
to the Roundtables.  Many hands make light work, 
but you CANNOT complain about the events if you 
didn’t help with planning them. 

NOAC, July 29 – August 3, 2006 
 
Keep your calendars open so your Scouts can join 7,000 fellow Arrowmen at Michigan State 
University for a top-notch experience.  Demonstrations, competitions, training, fellowship, and a 
set of really neat evening shows.  Deposit is due by mid-February. 

OA at Camp Decorah 
 

Plans are almost ready to publish for what’s up during 
the camp week for your Arrowmen.  Details will be in 
the June Smoke Signal.  It will be available on Sunday 
evening at the Leader’s Meeting.  We’ll have a 
Brotherhood University and social event after dinner 
one evening, plus the typical Ordeal member 
recognition (more than a Call-Out) on Friday 
evenings.. 
 
This summer we’ll be holding OA Ordeals during two 
weeks -  we need camping Arrowmen, plus Arrowmen 
not on Camp Staff to help hold these Ordeals,  Bring 
your sash to camp! 

OA Dates to Remember 
 

June 2-4  OA Ordeal at Camp Decorah 
June 3 OA Brotherhood at  Camp Decorah 
June 28 & 29  OA Midweek Ordeal at Camp Decorah 
Every Summer Camp Wednesday Night - Brotherhood 
July 26 & 27 OA Midweek Ordeal at Camp Decorah 
Jul 29 - Aug 3 NOAC - MI State Univ., Lansing, MI 
Aug 4 - 6  OA Ordeal at Camp Decorah 
Aug 5  OA Brotherhood at Camp Decorah 
Sept 15 - 17 C1B Section Conclave - Camp Rokilio, 
 Kiel, Iowa 
Sept 22 - 24 National Leadership Seminar, Camp Lake, WI 
Oct 27 - 29  OA Fall Rendezvous at Camp Decorah 
Nov 3 - 5 OA Lodge Leadership Development at Camp Decorah 
Jan 7, 2007 OA Annual Banquet 
Feb 2 - 4, 2007 OA Wing Ding 
Feb 3, 2007 Merit Badge Day 
Apr 28, 2007  Lakota Dancers, Native American Crafts field trip 
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District Chairman 

Todd Wilson 
608-985-6605 

TDwilson@gundluth.org 
 

District Commissioner 
Eric Holthaus 
608-783-7947 

eholthaus@charter.net 
 

Senior District Executive 
Andrea Pengra 
(608) 386-5186 

 
District Executive 

Chris Schabow 
(608) 385-2764 

Everyone, 
 
We need your help.  If you have outstanding people skills, are a great listener, a great coach, a 
good communicator, an excellent facilitator and most importantly believe in the Boy Scout Program, 
we need you as a Unit Commissioner.  The Seven Rivers District is looking to improve the service 
to our boys in the Cub and Boy Scout Programs and young men and women in the Venturing pro-
gram by utilizing the services of Unit Commissioners.  According to BSA, “having a successful Unit 
Commissioner program is key to having successful units.”   
 
Why do we need Unit Commissioners?  Unit Commissioners act as a key conduit of information be-
tween the District and each Unit.  In recent years, it is becoming more and more difficult to keep 
boys in the Boy Scout program because of all of the other activities available to them.  We need 
Unit Commissioners to assist with running a good program for all of the boys and girls, our leaders 
of the future.  If you possess there skills or want to help we will be having an information/training 
session on Tuesday night, June 27th at7:00 p.m. at eh Brown Sea pavilion at Camp Decorah.  
There you can find out more information about the Unit Commissioner position.  Our goal is to have 
a Unit Commissioner for each unit and for each Unit Commissioner to serve a maximum of  three 
units.  By utilizing this program, we can all build a more successful program to put the Outing back 
in Scouting. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Eric Holthaus 
District Commissioner 
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Congratulations to this year’s Seven Rivers  
District Award Winners presented at the Annual  

District Dinner!! 
 

Spark Plug  
 
Marilyn Werner - Pack 10 Opal Manders - Pack 31 
Richard DeBoer - Pack 53 Dave Bonifas - Pack 15 
Brian Jerviss - Pack 53 
 

District Award of Merit  
 

Dave and Julie Dahl - Troop 22 
Mike Herro - Troop 168 
Gary Thurk - Pack 6 
 
Cub Person of the Year    Scout Leader of the Year  
Donavan Steinmetz Pack 98   Marc Christianson  Troop 48 
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KEY THREE 
DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 

 Glen Danielson 
 

 DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 
Jim Mulhausen 

 
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 

Steve Topel 
(608) 769-1705 

gacsede@gatewayareacouncil.org 

See your District Executive for Information. 
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See your District Executive for Information. 

Key Three 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
David Kuderer 

 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 

Diane Buchda 
 

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 
Jessica Kipp 

(608) 385-3788 
wtde@gatewayareacouncil.org 

 


