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Honor Your New Council Eagle Class and 

 New Silver Beaver Recipients,  
and the Volunteer Leaders of the Gateway Area Council  

WHO:  Any Scouter, Parent, Friend 
DATE:   Saturday, March 10, 2007 
PLACE: To be announced later 
 
                           HIGHLIGHTS WILL INCLUDE:  
 
· Guest Speaker Jim Terry, National Assistant Chief Scout 

Executive 
····    Recognition of Packs, Troops, and Crews who achieved 

Quality Unit Award  

····    Recognition of Districts who achieved Quality District 
Award  

····    Recognition of 2006 Class of Eagle Scouts 

····    Presentation of the Council’s highest volunteer award—The 
Silver Beaver  
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This year the Top Cub Scout and the Top Boy Scout seller in each 
District will be receiving  great prize.  The Top Cub Scout in each 
District will receive free admission to all Council and District Cub 
Scout Activities for 2007 Scout year.   The Top Boy Scout will also 
receive free admission to all Council and District Boy Scout 
activities, including a free week at Camp Decorah for 2007. 
Congratulations to the following Scouts on a great sale.   The Top 
Pocorn Salesman are: 
 
Soaring Eagle:   Nicholas Danielson – Pack 91, Holmen -$5,414.00 
    Jason Noll – Troop 54, Alma - $1,587.00 
 
 Seven Rivers:   Alexander Metry – Pack 69, Onalaska - $2,638.00 
    Michael Christianson – Pack 168, Onalaska -  
       $1867.00 
 
 Winding Trails: Zion Lemson – Pack 46, Bangor—$1,775.00 
    Kaleb Mack – Troop 60, Cashton - $2,216.00 
 
 Congratulations to these Scouts for leading their Districts in the 
2006 popcorn sale. 



EYES ON EAGLES 
During the months of November 
and December, the following 
Scouts successfully completed 
the requirements for the rank of 
Eagle and passed the Eagle 
Board of Review: 
 

Ri Gesicki 
Troop 5, Tomah 

 
Tyler J Beeler 

Matthew J Schleifer 
Troop 15, La Crosse 

 
Jonathan D Paudler 
Troop 21, Onalaska 

 
John A Hestekin 

Troop 22, La Crosse 
 

Andrew T Gollnick 
Troop 46, Bangor 

 
Andrew T Jones 

Troop 48, Onalaska 
 

Todd A Herricks 
Troop 60, Cashton 

 
Thomas R Trehus 
Troop 75, Viroqua 

 
Keaton D Hilby 

Troop 77, West Salem 
 

Kyle C Brummund 
Troop 203, New Lisbon 

 
Heath G Thornsen 
Troop 285, Tomah 

 
Matthew B Cram 
Robert S Forsythe 

Troop 320, Prairie du Chien 
 

For questions, Email:Gordon Powell 
Eagle Board of Review Chairman 

E-mail:g_and_s_powell@yahoo.com. 
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Finance 

FRIENDS OF SCOUTING 
“FOS”SUCCESS BEGINS WITH 

YOU! 
 

Friends of Scouting (F.O.S.) is 
money raised above and beyond 
United Way giving.  The Friends of 
Scouting financially supports the 
G a t e w a y  A r e a  C o u n c i l .  
Contributions range from $25 to 
$10,000 and have come from parents 
of Scouts, businesses, and corporations.  Your F.O.S. dollars 
provide for camp maintenance, School Night to Join Scouting, and 
other membership supplies, mailings, liability insurance for boys 
and leaders, coordination and development of activities like 
camporees, day camp, and Klondike Derbys, program equipment 
like canoes, boats, rifles used at camp, audio visual training aids, 
professional staff service, camperships, and much, much more. 
 

COUNCIL TOUR PERMIT 
USAGE 

 
Over the past several weeks, we 
have had some questions on the 
council’s policy on tour permits.  
The Council’s position is as 
follows: 
 
“If you are transporting a Scout 
(s) that is not your son (s) to a 
Cub Scout, Boy Scout or 
Venture outing that is not a 
district or council event, you 
need a local tour permit (if less 
than 500 miles) or a National 
tour permit (if greater than 500 
miles one way).  Both permits 
are available at the Council 
Service Center 

“A hundred years from now it will not 

matter what my bank account was, 

what sort of house I lived in, or the 

kind of car I drove.  But the world may 

be different because I was important 

in the life of a child” 

-Forrest Whitcraft 
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CAMP DECORAH FOR SALE LIST 
FROM THE CAMP BARN 

 
Do you need any of these items.  If so, 
contact Jim Ross at (608) 526-6418. 
 
Fence T-Posts  $1 ea 
 
Cot Platforms 42”x84” $2 ea 
 
Tent Platforms 7’3”x9’3” $50 
 
Dishware, China, heavy 
 Plates  .25 ea 
 Cups  .10 ea 
 Sauces  .15 ea 
 
Mess Kit Spoons  .25 ea 
Mess Kit Forks  .25 ea 
 
Tents, standard wall w/poles 
 Good Condition $50 
 Fair Condition $25 
 Poor Condition $5 
 
Dining flys, canvas, w/poles 
 Good Condition $50 
 Fair Condition $25 
 
Dutch Ovens  $40 
 
Outboard Motors 
 Briggs & Stratton  
 5hp,4cycle 
 reconditioned $300 
  
 Evinrude 35hp $50 
    (1964?) 
 
Desks   $15 
 
Pool Table  $50 
 
Table saws older– condition 
 unknown, inspect, make offer 
 
Chainsaws  $25 
Sink, vanity, s/s drop in $10 
Shelving, 27” x 11” $1 ea 
 
Kitchen Range  $50 ea 
Platform (maybe boat dock 
   aluminum 88:x66”x5 $100 ea 
 
Mini Frig  $5 
 
Tool boxes  $5 ea 

Scouting for Food 
Looking for a service project to benefit your local community?  Well, here is it!  The Gateway 
Area Council and the Riverland Girl Scout Council have teamed up for this worthwhile effort.  
During the month of March, local Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts will be going door 
to door collecting food for local food pantries. 
 
 Here’s how it works.  Each community or Scouting unit will choose two consecutive 
Saturdays in March.  During the first Saturday, Scouts will deliver flyers describing 
the food drive and asking for donations to be left on their doorstep the following Sat-
urday.  The next Saturday, Scouts and adult volunteers will go back through the 
neighborhood and collect all of the food donations out on doorsteps and deliver the 
goods to a local food pantry of their choice.  Sounds easy enough and it is!  We pro-
vide the supplies and you supply the Scouts. 
 
 Hunger is a real and serious issue that, together, we can do something about.  Unfor-
tunately many families in our area experience food insecurity and hunger and the 
numbers seem to keep growing.  In Wisconsin, 1 in 12 families experience food inse-
curity and/or hunger.  Food insecurities and hunger rates increased from 2005 to 2006 
in the United States with Wisconsin experiencing a higher rate of growth than most 
other states.  Let’s work together and take care of our communities.  Make plans now 
to participate in the annual Scouting for Food drive. 
 
 At every Pack meeting, Den meeting or Troop meeting, as Scouts and Scouters, we 
promise to “do my best,” “to help other people at all times,” and to “Do a Good Turn 
Daily.”  Here is one more opportunity to live that promise or oath. 
 
 All units will receive a packet of information detailing the Scouting for Food drive.  
The packet will also include a Report Form so we can report our total contributions as 
a Council.  The report form will be returned to the Scout Office by April 1 (no April 
Fool’s jokes, please!)  There is also a sample news release that you can fill in the 
blanks and submit to your local newspapers with pictures of your Scouts helping their 
community.  Take advantage of this great “human interest” story and let the commu-
nity know what you are doing.  Have fun with it!  For more information on Boy Scout 
service projects nationwide, check out the website www.goodturnforamerica.org. 

 Calling all  
Tiger, Wolf and Bear Scouts! 

 
Have you been waiting all year for your chance to campout at Camp Decorah?  
Well, start pulling out your sleeping bag because your opportunity is right around 
the corner!  Tiger Tales and Camp Akela are two overnight camps that are designed 
just for you!  Each Scout brings an adult with them to join in the fun!  Scouts and 
adults play games, have a huge campfire at the firebowl, sleep overnight in one of 
the lodges at Camp, shoot BB Guns, archery, crafts, sports and more!  It is a great 
time and it’s all planned for you!  Watch for more details coming at the March 
Roundtables 
 
Camp Akela – Friday, May 11 – Saturday May 12 – For Wolf and Bear Scouts and 
an adult. 
 
Tiger Tales – Friday, May 18 – Saturday, May 19 – For Tigers and their Adult 
Partner 



Try Camp Decorah in 2007 
Hey Volunteers: 
 
This is going to be my second summer as Director for 
our council reservation, Camp Decorah.  Last year I 
felt we put together a great staff that delivered an out-
standing program.  The management staff has evalu-
ated last years season and have a few more ideas to 
tweak our program a bit more.  We have some great 
ideas for the summer of 2007.  I am truly looking for-
ward to getting camp rolling and working with all 
you folks again this summer. 
 Yours in Scouting, 
  ���������	
���

Summer Camp Kickoff Dinner 
· The Summer Camp Kickoff Dinner will take place on 

Thursday, January  25th at 6:00 pm at St. Patrick’s 
Church located at 1031 Main Street, Onalaska.  This is 
your chance to learn what’s new for 2007 camp season. 

· You will get a first look at the updated Leaders Guide 
and get a chance to ask the camps management team 
any questions you may have. 

· Dinner is provided, so we will need an RSVP by Janu-
ary 18th.  Please feels free to bring a couple adult lead-
ers to the meeting along with your troops SPL if he is 
interested. 

· To make your reservation call the Council Service  
      Center at (608) 784-4040.   

Camp Staff & CIT’s Wanted 
Scouts and Scouters: 
 
 Over the next few months we will be interviewing potential staff for out 2007 camp season.  Leaders please 
let your scouts know that if they are interested in working at camp this summer to fill out a copy of the application 
found in the Gateway, or at the Council Office.  Counselors-In-Training need to be at least 14 years of age and be 
willing to work in any area of camp.  Paid staff members need to be at least 15 years old.  Those individuals 18+ 
years of age can be considered for directorships.  We have many positions available at camp ranging from Aquatics 
to COPE to Scoutcraft.  Please fill out those applications and get them to me ASAP.   

Camp Director: Chris Schabow 
Office: (608) 784-4040 
Cell: (608) 385-2764 

Current  
Reservations 
 
To the right is the 
Camp Sign-Up 
Schedule for the 
2007 Camp Year.  
Please take a look 
at what is available 
and sign-up while 
the pickings are 
good.  Contact 

Nikki at the office 
to hold your spot. 
(608) 784-4040 

��������	 
��
�	 ����	�����	 ����	�����	 ����	����	 ����	�����	 ��� �	�����	
��	��������	 ��� � ������	
	��	� ��
�������
	���� �  

 �	��������	 ��� �     

!����"�#�	 ��� �����
	����

�� ����������	�� �  �����
�	�

$���%	 ��� � � �!������ �����	����"���� ����� �� �����	��

&���'(���	 ��� ������	� � ���
�#����$	� � �����	��

)�	������*�	 ��� �������	� ����%�������� ��	��� ��� � �  

$�	������*�	 ��� �
��&���'(	� ��
�� ��� � �
��&���'(	� �

+���*'	 ��� ��
��	�������)�*� �����	�� � ����� �

��	,�����	 ��� ������"	*�	� �    

 �	,�����	 ��� �     

-.�/���	 	 ���+����	� �

�+,�-	
��� �
��.	��$	

� �������� ����/�* 0��1�

 �����	,0&	 ��� ����/�*0��1� �����	�� �����/�"$������ ����/�"$����� � �
��2���	�

 �����	�01	 ��� � �����	�� �   

,.�����	 ��� �����	�� �����3�
�4�)�� �������	��� ���� �2�����3	5 � �



��� � 
 � � 

 � � 

 � � 

 � � 
 ���� � �� �� � � � ���� � � �� � �� � �� � � ���� � 
 
 � 	� 
 
 � 	� 
 
 � 	� 
 
 � 	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

The growth of our lodge is important. The Key-3 Lod ge Leadership presented a framework last 
summer to me which would establish OA Chapters in t he Gateway Area Council at the district 
level. (This is actually a resumption of the struct ure from the Braves of Decorah, and is 
successful at most OA Lodges nationwide.) 
 
The three biggest positives are a) it brings the OA  closer to the units that have difficulty 
in fitting with its current Lodge-only form, b) it provides more positions of leadership, 
thereby empowering more youth in our Council, and c ) it distributes the workload of tasks 
across more Arrowmen.   
 
To support this effort to start up Chapters, as the  Supreme Chief of the Fire, I suspended 
the fall 2006 elections until next spring, asking t he current Lodge Officers to continue in 
their positions to minimize the disruption of havin g new Lodge leadership at the same time 
we are working in the three districts to start up e ach chapter.  This was not a decision 
made at a whim, but was done with the understanding  of those it directly affected.  Each 
district is identifying youth (and adult) leadershi p, then appointing youth leaders until 
proper elections can be held, plus coordinating the  transition of tasks that were previously 
accomplished at the Lodge level. 
 
It is now my duty and pleasure to appoint Jordan Th ole to serve as the Lodge Chief through 
this exciting time of growth until the elections in  the spring of '07. 
 
Arrowmen, you were elected by those that saw a spar k in you.  Fan that spark...get involved. 
Rededicate yourself to the purpose of the Order and  why you were selected.  Help us by 
getting involved in the OA within your district, an d consider running for a Chapter office, 
or join a Chapter committee, like Ceremonies, or El ections. Scoutmasters, please continue 
bringing your OA Troop Rep to the district meetings  when asked, and help identify youth and 
adults that will build the OA within your districts , to support your unit.  
 
     Yours in Scouting,  
      Johnny Day  

HELP WANTED 
 
We need to identify some council adults 
who are not active with youth at the 
moment, but still want to stay connected to 
Scouting.  In particular, anyone with 
Braves of Decorah experience either with 
their Dance Team or drum.  Remember 
how active and vibrant Lodge 381 was 
during your times as a youth?     Without 
YOUR fire and knowledge, the current 
youth have nothing to compare their 
activities against. 
 
If you have some adults within your troop 
who might be interested, please let me 
know who they are. 

WING DING / MERIT BADGE DAY 
 

Our wintertime event will feature 
competitions and Brotherhood (in the 
snow?), plus assisting the Merit Badge 
Day.  Bring your favorite board games.  
You also won’t want to miss Sunday 
morning, as Jim Ross promises a meal to 
remember, plus gatherings of our new 
Chapter leadership. 
 
February 3rd Merit Badge Day will be 
hosted by the Order of the Arrow.  We’ll 
need one Wing Ding Arrowman in each 
session to assist the instructor.  They 
need to study the merit badge 
requirements beforehand, but will have a 
chance to earn the badge along with the 
students. 
 

OA ANNUAL BANQUET 
 

The Annual OA banquet is fast approaching, 
Sunday, January 7th.  Attendance is open to 
all Arrowmen and families, and Scouters.  
Fellowship starts at 4 p.m. at St. Patrick’s 
church basement, Onalaska, WI, and awards 
are promised to be done by 6:30 p.m.  One of 
the DNR wardens from Trailblazer Adventure 
will be giving an OA appropriate version of 
their wildly popular Cub presentation (pun 
intended). 
 
Something new this year: Cost is $15 per 
person either paid at the Scout office or with a 
reservation (oa@gatewayareacouncil.org or 
608-779-9806) or $20 at the door (without an 
advance registration.)   
 
Pay your dues and receive your 2007 NST 
membership card that day. 
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GET INVOLVED 
 

Learn more about the “show” side of the Lodge.  Each year we 
pull together those interested in understanding the ceremonies 
and those wanting to help present them.  This is open to all 
youth Arrowmen, but adults are welcome to help out.  No 
experience is necessary, but a willingness to participate.   
 
We need 8 to 12 new Arrowmen to get involved, as our current 
senior ceremony members are wanting to spread the sills 
among more members.  Speaking, non-speaking, storytelling, 
drumming, dancing...there’s something here for nearly 
everyone. 
 
We typically have ceremonies practices separate from regalia 
workshops, so those having ceremony roles can also work on 
their own regalia to use. 
 
Our next regalia gathering is Sunday, January 7th at St. 
Patrick’s Church Basement—1-4 p.m. 

NATIONAL OA OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Think NOW for what older youth might want to do for two 
weeks next summer.  Arrowmen between 16 and 20 can 
participate in OA Service Crews at each of the BSA High 
Adventure Bases.  This is an opportunity for a week of back 
country service followed by a week of fellowship experiencing 
the Base beyong the normal Scout Crew limits for a reduced 
price.  Fees run $125-$175 for Philmont and Northern Tier and 
around $400 for Sea Base (includes scuba).  Crew leaders are 
often the national, sectional and regional leadership—
friendships to last a lifetime! 
 
Adults...sorry, only open to High School and College 
Arrowmen, but keep 2008 in mind for Arrowcorps5! 
 
 

ANNUAL PAPERWORK STUFF 
 
Help us with the paperwork—pay your 2007 dues now.  $10 for youth, $15 for those 21 or over, as of 1/1 of that year.  You can pay for up 
to five (5) years at once.  Submissions from Troops covering all their members and Scout account withdrawals coordinated with their 
Treasurer are appreciated. 
 
It’s never too early to start considering an election date for your troop.  We need to be done by early April, with Call Outs at the Spring 
Camporees in May.  Elections must be done by a Lodge election team to be valid.  Contact oa@gatewayareacouncil.org 

CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, January 7, 2007—OA Annual Banquet   4-6p.m.—St Patrick’s Catholic Church basement, Onalaska, WI 
   Regalia and Craft workshop  1-4 p.m.—St Patrick’s Catholic Church basement, Onalaska, WI 
 
Friday-Sunday, February 2-4, 2007—Wing Ding Fellowship—Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI 
Saturday, February 3, 2007—Council Merit Badge Day—Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI 
 
Saturday, February 24th—OA Ceremonies, Dance, Drum workshops  1-5 p.m.—Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI 
 
Saturday, March 10th—OA Ceremonies, Dance, Drum workshops  1-5 p.m.—Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI 
 
Saturday, March 31st—OA Regalia & Crafts workshop  1-5 p.m.—Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI 
 
Friday-Sunday, April 27-29, 2007—Lakota Dancers Workshop (field trip—Pow Wow, Crafts, Regalia) - Janesville, WI 
 
Sunday, May 20th—OA Ceremonies, Dance, Drum workshop  1-5 p.m.—Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI 
 



Camp Decorah Merit Badge day will be held February 3rd, 2007.  The day will run from 9:00 am until 4:00 
pm.  Two sessions of classes will run from 9-noon and 1-4 pm with an hour for lunch.  The merit badges listed  
below can either be finished or nearly completed the same day.  Scouts not finishing particular merit badges will 
be sent home with blue cards so that they may finish at another time. 
 
Troops must pre-register their scouts.  This is very important so that we have enough program supplies and food 
for the day.  The cost for each scout is $10.00  This fee will cover all program supplies, lunch, and the merit 
badges themselves.   
 
Saturday, check-in will start at 8:00 am.  At this time schedules will be handed out.  Also included will be a map 
indicating where each class will be held.  All scouts will then gather for an opening at 8:45 at the flag pole.  Fol-
lowing the opening classes will begin at 9:00.  At noon we will serve lunch, and merit badges will resume at 
1:00pm.  The second session of classes will last until 4:00 pm.  Scouts will then meet once more at the flag pole 
for a closing,  

Merit Badges Schedule 

Morning Merit Badges Instructor Lunch Afternoon Mer it Badges Instructor 
Indian Lore Jim Ross  Indian Lore Jim Ross 

Computers Eric Holthaus  Computers Eric Holthaus 

Fire Safety Explorer Post 50  Fire Safety Explorer Post 50 

Weather Josh Blumenfeld  Finger Printing Dave Kuderer 

Medicine  Dr. Paul Molling  Medicine  Dr. Paul Molling 

First Aid Part I ???  First Aid Part II ??? 

Entrepreneurship Jason Buehrle  Entrepreneurship Jason Buehrle 

Electricity Marc Christianson  Electricity Marc Christianson 

Geology Paul Catton  Geology Paul Catton 

Coin Collecting John Liesgang  Coin Collecting John Liesgang 

We have attached a sign-up sheet for you troop to complete and turn in.  
To assure your boys are enlisted in the classes they desire please turn in 

your sign-up sheets as soon as possible.   
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A Note to Scoutmasters in the Gateway Area Council: 
 
Do you have scouts 13-16 years old? 
Do you wish they would practice better leadership skills in your Troop? 
Are they ready for fun and challenging activities with their peers? 
Are they ready to gain confidence by showing what they can do? 
 

The Gateway Area Council has the answer: 
National Youth Leader Training 

 
National Youth Leadership Training is the pinnacle of Boy Scout training for youth.  Every troop deserves a Senior Patrol Leader 
that is trained and prepared for the responsibility he faces.  NYLT offers training in advanced scout skills and teaches the eleven 
points of leadership.  As an outdoor course, it emphasizes the practical challenges of leadership using the patrol method, while 
providing enjoyable activities to practice with.  This course is supervised by adults and taught by trained boys; it emphasizes the 
methods of the boy-led troop.  Successful graduates gain self confidence and learn how to “get things done while having fun!” 
 
When:  August 6-11 NYLT Training Camp 
Where:  Mondovi Conservation Club Grounds 
Who:  Boys must be a registered Scout, attained First Class rank, and be 13 years old by August 6, 2007 to be eligible 
 
Please consider and promote this advanced troop leadership training.  Copy and distribute the application to eligible boys and/or 
their parents.   
 
Thank you—the 2007 NYLT Support Staff 

IMPORTANT FOR NYLT PARTICIPANTS  PLEASE COMPLETE TH IS SHORT FORM AND RETURN TO 
Gateway Area Council, Boy Scouts of America 

2600 Quarry Road 
La Crosse, WI 54601 

 
Please complete the questions below!  We need to understand your camping experience, skills, and interests.  This will help us find a 
patrol for you with other scouts to make NYLT a good experience. 
 
Name____________________________________________________________  Birth date ________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone # _________________________________Troop #___________ District_______________________________________ 
Scoutmaster________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Some of the skills in the course in addition to leadership are advanced camping techniques, Leave No Trace, wood fire cooking, 
pioneering and more.  Are there special skills you are interested in, or a skill you want help in? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In the last two years, have you been at Camp Decorah for summer camp or similar BSA camp? _____________________________ 
In the last two years, about how many nights have you camped outdoors in a tent (not summer camp)? _______________________ 
Have you done wilderness or high adventure camping?   Yes ____  No____ If so, where did you camp? ______________________ 
 
Registration Fee: $180.00 if received by June 1, 2007 
   $200.00 after June 1, 2007 
Note: 50% discount on camp fee if attending summer camp as well.  Contact the Council Office at registration time for 
details. 
 
Please make checks payable to: Gateway Area Council, BSA 
 
Camp Dates: August 6-11, 2007 



  B.A.L.O.O. 
 Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation 
         Training for the Cub Scout Program 

     FUN FOR ALL THOSE ATTENDING!  

   Gateway Area Council, BSA 
  

Ask a boy why he wants to be a Cub Scout, and nine times out of ten he'll answer "to go camping!"  
Cub Scout Packs may conduct a pack campout (overnight) activity, as long as the activity is conducted at a council-
approved location and is under the direction of a leader in the pack trained to do so. Packs are encouraged to do a camp-
out in both the fall and spring. The reasoning being that each boy will have a positive outdoor experience within 60 days 
of joining a Pack. The training course to prepare these leaders is called Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation 
(BALOO for short). 
Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation (BALOO ) is a one-day training event that introduces leaders and parents to the 
skills needed to plan and conduct pack outdoor activities, particularly pack camping (Not required for council and district 
sponsored events), properly understand the importance of the program intent; Youth Protection guidelines, health and 
safety, site selection, age-appropriate activities, and sufficient adult participation. A day of FUN and learning prepares 
pack leaders to plan and carry out "entry-level" outdoor experiences, one that is safe and appropriate for Cub Scouts. This 
training is not required for all Cub Leaders, but at least one member of a Pack Committee must be BALOO trained in 
order for their Cub Scout Pack to be authorized to go camping. This training is not designed for Committee Chairman 
or Cubmasters (they are certainly welcome!) but is instead focused on the Committee Member (leaders or parents) who 
will be in charge of Pack Camping (more than one BALOO trained leader per pack is a good idea as one would need to be 
present at all campouts). 
 
When: Saturday, March 17, 2007 from 8:30 to 5:00. (Check-in is from 8:30 to 9:00) Session starts promptly at 9:00. 
 
Where: At Camp Decorah, Holmen WI (Between Holmen and Galesville off HWY 53) 
 
Cost: $10.00 per participant (includes noon meal, snacks, and training materials; please bring your own choice of bever-
ages – no alcohol, tobacco, or unauthorized drugs allowed). 
Uniforms are encouraged. 
 
Contact course advisor Diane Buchda with questions: 608-712-5453 or sainteagle@charter.net 
 
Register by March 10th at LaCrosse Scout Service Center, Gateway Area Council, 2600 Quarry Rd, La Crosse, WI 
54601, by sending in this info with the $10.00 fee. 
 
———————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Name______________________________________ Pack_________ BALOO course__(check) 
 
Address ___________________________City___________________ ST____ Zip___________ 
 
Phone_________________________ Email__________________________ fee included ______ 
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Adult Training for  SCOUTMASTER/ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTER (all day) 

Above also good for 2nd Year Webelos Den Leaders.  
 

 …will be available on Saturday, March 17th, 2007 at Camp Decorah, Holmen, WI. Sessions will be held 
indoors. Bring paper and pen/pencil. Uniform encouraged. 

Under the new guidelines, all adults must take NEW LEADER ESSENTIALS  once during their careers 
before the other courses.  “Essentials” is on Friday, March 16th, 2007 at Camp Decorah (8pm – 9:30pm, check-in 
at 7:45pm). 

COST:   $5 for supplies and meals. You must register by March 2th.  If there are not 10 students as of 
that date for one of the courses, that course is subject to being canceled.  

CHECK-IN: 7:45am at the Camp Decorah Training Center. Course runs from 8am through 4:30pm.  

MEALS: Hot Breakfast (6:45am) and Lunch on Saturday will be prepared.  Please tell us if you plan to 
eat Breakfast so we’ll have enough food.  

OVERNIGHT?: If you desire to drive in Friday, a Lodge will be available for bunking, or you can pitch 
your own tent.  The Training Facility Showers will be available. 

When registered by March 2th, we will send you a map to the location, and any other information you 
will need to join us.   
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 NAME ____________________________________    UNIT (type: Pack, Troop, Crew) ________ 
 
 Address ____________________________________   Telephone  __________________________   
 
 City _____________________ ST ___  ZIP_______ Email ________________________________ 
 

 Taking ______SCOUTMASTER/ASST SCOUTMASTER TRAINING (3/17) 
and? ______NEW LEADER ESSENTIALS (3/16) 
 
 I   WILL /WON’T   be needing bunk space for Friday Night, and  WILL /WON’T   eat Breakfast. 
 

 Any Dietary Requirements? _____________________________________________________ 
>>>Return this form to the LaCrosse Scout Office (2600 Quarry Rd, 54601) by 03/02/07<<< 



 
 
 

Outdoor Leader Skills for 
Webelos Leaders training is 
designed to help leaders 
learn how to provide a 
memorable camping experi-
ence for their Webelos 
Scouts and parents or 
guardians. This training is 
ideal for Webelos Leaders to 
take as well as Bear Den 
leaders who plan to move up 
in the next year and also 
could benefit Cub Masters 
and other interested leaders 
or parents. 

When: April 13th 
and 14th, 2007 
 
 Check-in and tent 
set-up begins at 
5:00 p.m. Friday 
the 13th. 
Sessions begin 
promptly at 7:00 
 
 Program runs until 
9:00 p.m. Saturday 
night. 

Where: At Camp Decorah, Holmen WI (Between Holmen and Galesville off HWY 53) 
Equipment list and informational letter will be sent upon registration. 
Fee: covers facility expenses, insurance, meals, materials and supplies. $20.00/participant. 
Training includes skills training in wood tools, Fire site and building, cooking and sanitation, ropes and knots, planning overnights, hiking, 
Outdoor activity pins, health and safety, campsite selection, tent, and bedding, flag ceremonies, Readyman, campfire planning , and Webe-
los-to-Scout transition. 

Name______________________________________ Pack_________ OLSWL course__(check) 
Address ___________________________City___________________ ST____ Zip___________ 
phone_________________________ Email__________________________ fee included ______ 

Register by April 4th at LaCrosse Scout Service Center, Gateway Area Council, 2600 Quarry Rd, 54601, by sending in this info with the $20.00 fee.
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District Chairman 

John Parkyn 
788-7004 

District Commissioner 
Eric Holthaus 
608-783-7947 

 
Senior District Executive 

Andrea Pengra 
(608) 386-5186 

 
District Executive 

Chris Schabow 
(608) 385-2764 

Seven Rivers would like to welcome John Parkyn as our new District 
Chairman! John himself is an Eagle Scout from our Council. He has 
served in numerous capacities such as Cubmaster, Scoutmaster and Board 
member. He is currently working for Dairyland Power. We look forward 
to taking advantage of all his scouting experience and expertise. He will be 
a great asset to the district. Welcome! 

ROUNDTABLES 
 
Join us at our new location The Lacrosse Children’s Museum! We meet 
the 2nd Thursday of every month from 6:30-8 This is for ALL leaders 
within a unit..The more the merrier! We have special cub scout and troop 
sessions. Parking is available behind the museum.  

F.O.S. 
 

It’s that time of year again!! 
Please make sure you have sched-
uled your unit for family presen-
tations in Jan, Feb and 
Mar....Let’s aim for 100% partici-
pation. 
 
Unit presentations are 1 of the 4 
areas where support for district 
and council events is sought.  
There are also council, district 
and community campaigns. Along 
with United Way, FOS is what 
keeps your programs and training 
activities alive. Please give your 
full support towards our fundrais-
ing efforts! For questions Call 
Chris 385-2764 

Centennial Award replaces Quality Unit Award 
 
The Centennial Quality Awards program is designed to recognize 
units, districts, councils, areas, and regions 
in achieving excellence in providing a quality program to a growing 
youth population in America at all levels of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. 
 
Basis for the Award Name 
 
The Centennial Quality Award is named in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. 
The new award begins in 2007 and continues until 2010. Each year that 
you qualify, you will receive 
recognition for that year. 2007 will have a red background, 2008 will 
have a white background, 2009 will have a 
blue background, and 2010 will have a red, white, and blue back-
ground. 
 
Recognition items: 
• For members: A patch worn on the uniform with the colors for that 
year can be ordered from the Supply 
Group for each youth and adult member. 
• For units: A ribbon/streamer for each year with the color for that year, 
lapel pins, and plaques for each year 
with the background the color for that year are available to order.  
 
Special note: If the award is earned for all four years, there will be a 
special distinction developed to recognize 
groups at all levels in 2010. 

CUB SCOUT LEADER TRAINING  
 

If you missed University of Scouting and still need training...call me and we can set up a New Leader 
Training in your community.  We need at least 5 people to attend. This is a great training session to 
get new leaders up and running.  Let’s start out the year strong with trained leaders in all units! 



Soaring Eagle District Dinner and Celebration!! 
 
January 27 th at the Monarch in Fountain City!!   Please invite every Den Leader, Assistant Scoutmaster, 
Cubmaster, Charter Representative, Popcorn Kernal and anyone else who has helped out your Scout Unit this 
past year to this fun event.  It is a night to relax, share stories and reward leaders who stepped up to make this 
past year one of the best Soaring Eagle District has had.  I encourage all to attend since this is a night that all 
of you deserve.  We will start the Social Hour at about 5:30 Pm and begin eating around 7:00.  Cost will be 
$10:00 which will include a two meat buffet and coffee.  It will be great to see all of you come!!  

 
 
Scout Sunday is February 4th 
 
Scout Sunday is February 4th and begins Scouting Annivesary Week of February 4-10. Scout Sabbath is 
Saturday, February 10. Make plans to celebrate Scouting, by earning the Anniversary Month Award, attending 
Scout Sunday, etc.  
Steps to planning Scout Sunday                           
     1.  Pack or Troop Committee decide to attend a worship service as a Scout unit. 
     2.  If your Scout unit is sponsored by a church, attend service at that church.  If you are not    sponsored by 
a church, choose a church to attend. 
     3.  Contact the church about participating in the service, ie:  serving as ushers, greeters, etc. 
      4.  Contact the church about using BSA church bulletins or inserts.  These come in a package  of 100 and 
can be purchased through the Scout Shop.  Some units print names of members.  

 
 
Friends of Scouting Campaign Underway 
 
Pledge help to keep Scouting’s values burning brightly.  The Soaring Eagle District has reached a fork in the 
trail. The "lower trail" is heavily traveled, yet it is not very interesting. The "higher trail" has not been hacked 
from the forest and the climb is very steep, but is very rewarding. 
  
The lower trail means Scouting does not grow in Trempealeau, Buffalo and some of La Crosse Counties. 
Camps will slowly decay; fewer boys will achieve the Arrow of Light and Eagle Rank, volunteers will lose 
enthusiasm. The higher trail keeps the camps in pristine condition; boys advance and more people volunteer. 
More youth reach their full potential through top quality programs for more boys and young men and women. 
  
The District will travel the higher trail. Forks in the road require critical decisions about our organization’s 
future. Organizations comprised of confident, well-supported people make better decisions and choose the 
higher trail. Volunteers and Staff that are passionate for Scouting lead the District, but we need the help of 
Scouting volunteers and parents to make the higher trail less of a steep climb. 
  
To be successful the District needs the resources to continue to ensure a steady supply of additional 
volunteers; well maintained camps; quality activities/trainings, and a healthy financial balance sheet that gives 
Scouting the economic strength to provide top quality service to each Cub Pack, Scout Troop, Venture Crew, 
Explorer Post and Learning for Life Group.  The Soaring Eagle District will soar to even higher heights if we all 
get involved. 
  
We are very excited that the 2007 Friends of Scouting campaign is here. Each unit will have the opportunity to 
have a volunteer conduct a Friends of Scouting presentation at a meeting of parents in the next few months. 
This volunteer will carry with them the Spirit of Scouting and a simple message; "the fires of Scouting will 
continue to burn bright only if we can maintain a strong presence in our communities that we serve". A fiscally 
strong Gateway Area Council is the most effective way to do this.  
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Ideals such as the BSA Mission, Boy Scout Oath, and Cub Scout Promise are not just hollow words. We 
steadfastly believe that the Boy Scouts of America stands for something special and want to urge you to 
ensure its health and growth by placing a date on your unit’s calendar for the annual Friends of Scouting 
Campaign.  
 
Join with us as a full partner to ensure that we “Deliver the Promise” of Scouting to all by supporting this 
year’s Friends of Scouting Campaign.   
Please contact me with your Blue and Gold Banquet dates or your Court of Honor Dates so we can get it 
scheduled to make a presentation.  If you wish to help out in either the Community or Family Campaign, 
please contact me at stevetopel@yahoo.com or call me at (608)784-4040. 
Thank you all for your support!!  It was a great 2006 and we are hoping to make it a better 2007!! 
 
 
Roundtables are going great…. 
But we are always looking for more leaders to Atten d!!! 
 
Please remember that the Soaring Eagle District Roundtables are still held the second Thursday of every 
month.  They are still being held at the Christ Lutheran Church in Arcadia at 250 Owen Street.  The Packs 
and Troops that have been attending regularly are the ones receiving Council information, District informa-
tion and the inside scoop about news within the Scouting World first.  But most of all, the sharing of ideas, 
problems and success stories with others who in your shoes has been the most rewarding experience at 
Roundtables.  Hope to see you at the next one!!!! 
 
It is Recharter time!! 
 
It is the most fun part of Scouting, right?  Now that it is being offered on-line, recharter paperwork has be-
come easier than years before.  Please contact me to receive your recharter pack and the new information 
regarding your Quality Unit status for this coming year.  If you need any help or assistance in your recharter-
ing process, contact our District Chairmen Glen Danielson or myself.    
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This year’s Klondike will recreate a life-saving Alaskan dog sled run.  With their equipment 
plus one scout aboard an Alaskan-style sled, and the remaining scouts acting as the 

“huskies”, the patrol will use a map to tackle a challenging course through forests, fields, and 
ridges.  The object is to deliver a life-saving serum to the settlement at the end of the trail in 
order to save the people from an outbreak of diphtheria.  Along the trail will be stops where 

the patrols will be tested with fun team challenges.  Each patrol will start at an assigned loca-
tion, and proceed along the trail to the next location when signaled. 

Leadership and cooperation within the Patrol will b e essential. 
HOPE FOR LOTS OF SNOW & BRING YOUR SLED(S)! 

When: January 27, 2007. Check-in begins at 8:00 a.m .  Sleds start out at 9:00 a.m. 
  
Where: On the property of Larry & Cathy Whaley. The  property is just east of W12604 

Town  Creek Road, between Black River Falls & Hixton, WI 
  

Cost: $7.00 per scout. $7 per adult. Late registration will be $12. The fee is non-
refundable.  The fee covers program expenses, food . Dinner will be provided after 
the race.), insurance, Troop ribbon, a patch (and a portable restroom . 

 
 Gear:   Please bring a can of soup (not cream based); for o ur mystery hot soup sta-

tion. Please bring appropriate winter weather cloth ing, boots and the neces-
sary items for the following stations. Please see t he gear list on the following 
page. 

“BE PREPARED” for events featuring the following sk ills   

· First Aid 
· Ice Rescue 
· Winter Shelters 

· Compass Proficiency 
· Scout Games 
· Log Sawing  

A big sled race will cap off the day, with awards f ollowing! 
 

TROOPS ARE WELCOME TO CAMP OVERNIGHT FRIDAY AND/OR SATURDAY NIGHT 
 

If staying either night, please indicate on registration form AND contact 
Larry Whaley to let him know.  Phone:  715-284-9616 E-mail:  whaleys@charter.net  

 
CONTACTS:  Jeff Shoemaker Jeff Stear  John Larkin  Larry Whaley 
   715-963-4012 715-284-5462  715-284-4393 715-284-9616  

· Knot Tying / Lashings  (If it’s in the handbook, you may have to know it!) 
· Matchless Fire Building  (No accelerants, No lighters, No batteries) 

Scouts will need to use flint & steel, fire by friction, or some other means of starting a fire without 
matches. No accelerants, magnesium, or batteries will be allowed. 
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Klondike - 2007 
A Winding Trails District Winter Event 

 
 Historical background: 

 

 The Iditarod was inspired by a monumental and historic event – a dog-sled relay of life-saving serum from 
Anchorage, Alaska to Nome, Alaska in 1925.  That January, in the middle of a frigid winter, deadly diph-
theria broke out in Nome, remotely located along the Bering Sea.  Between the stricken town and the 
nearest serum in Anchorage was nearly 1,000 miles of Alaskan wilderness.  The Alaska Railroad ferried 
the medicine 250 miles north to Nenana.  From there, 20 volunteer dog-sled drivers relayed the serum 
non-stop the remaining 674 miles to Nome.  When the first musher left Nenana, the temperature hovered 
at 50
 below zero.  According to legend, the serum was nearly lost when a huge gust of wind toppled the 
sled of the final musher.  The musher frantically dug the serum out of the snow with his bare hands, 
righted his sled, and continued on.  Through the efforts of those heroic mushers, the serum arrived in 
Nome in five days and seven hours after leaving Nenana.  The town of Nome was saved! 

 
 Event Summary: 

 

 This year’s KLONDIKE will be recreating that historic relay with a scouting twist.  The event will test stam-
ina and combine physical and mental challenges along with scout craft and teamwork events, all while 
trying to deliver the life-saving serum to the disease stricken settlement at the end of the trail. 
 
 The challenges include, but are not limited to: knots, lashings, fire building, compass use, ice rescue, first 
aid, building winter shelters, and more.  There will be a sled race at the end of the event, followed by a 
lunch with awards handed out at the end of the day. 

 
 The Serum: 
 

 At check-in, a derby official will measure and pour a predetermined amount of “serum” into a one-quart 
metal can.  The can will have evenly spaced holes near the top where the serum can leak out if the can is 
tipped or dropped.  That can will be placed into a larger 1-gallon metal can and sealed by the derby offi-
cials.  This can of serum will be carried, either on the sled or hand carried through the entire course.  
When the patrol reaches the settlement at the end of the trail, all patrol members must report in.  The can 
will then be opened and the contents will be measured and points awarded depending on how much of 
the serum is remaining in the one-quart can. 

 
 The Course: 
 

 There will be trail maps detailing the course handed out at registration.  The course will also be marked 
with metal arrows or flagging.  Each stop along the trail will run for approximately 20 minutes.  There will 
be an audible signal letting the patrols know when they are to begin mushing on to the next stop.  Approxi-
mately 10 minutes will be allowed between stops. 

 
 Schedule: 
 

 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Check-in and registration.  Sled inspections 
8:30 a.m. – 8:40 a.m. Opening ceremony and general messages 
8:40 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Patrols report to designated starting points 
9:00 a.m.   THEY’RE OFF! 
1:30 p.m. (approx.)  Sled race and lunch! 
2:00 p.m. (approx.)  SCORING, CAMPFIRE, AND AWARDS 
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Required Equipment per Patrol: 
 

 Dog sled (1) 
Tarp – 10’ x 10’ or larger (1) 
Compass (at least 3) 
Boy Scout Handbook (each Scout) 
Field Book 
Mess Kit (each scout) 
Matches 
Materials for matchless fire starting 
Kindling 
Rope – ¼” x 50’ (1) 
Poles (2) – 6 ft. 
Gear Bag (1) 
Patrol First Aid Kit (1) 
Patrol Flag 
Pencils 
Sleeping Bag or Wool Blanket 
Watch 
Trash bag 
Whistle 
Energy food and drinking water for Patrol during Klondike 
Small can of soup per scout 
Any other gear necessary to survive along the trail 
 

 Personal Equipment: 
 
 All participants must be dressed properly for the expected weather conditions.  This includes warm head 
covering, warm gloves or mittens, warm coats, and PROPER BOOTS.  NO SNEAKERS, HI-TOPS, OR 
OTHER ATHLETIC SHOES!   Water and snacks are recommended.  Sun screen and sunglasses will pro-
vide some relief if it is a sunny day. 
 
 WARNING!!!!! – Any scout who, in the judgement of t he organizers, is dressed so as to en-

danger his health will not be allowed to participat e. 
 
 Rules: 
 

 All Scouts must abide by the Scout Oath and Law. 
Patrols must compete as a Patrol, with all members present at each station. 
Each Patrol Leader (PL) will be given a map and a score sheet at registration. 
“Serum” containers are to be carried either on the sled or by hand throughout the course.  They are not to 

be tampered with. 
One Scout must ride on the sled throughout the course. 
Patrols will remain at each station until signaled by a sound to move on to the next. 
Adult Leaders and visitors are welcome to observe but we do ask that they not accompany Scout Patrols 

throughout the day.  There will be no coaching of Boy Scout Patrols, or delivering of items to any Pa-
trol.  One of the objectives of this event is to encourage the Scouts to use their own resources and 
make their own decisions. 

 
 Those Troops that wish to camp Friday or Saturday n ight need to notify Larry Whaley. 

Telephone:   715-284-9616 
E-mail:   whaleys@charter.net 
 
 If you are staying Friday night, Larry will want to  know your approximate time of arrival, and 

he will meet you at the property to show you where you can set up. 
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